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largely abandoned or impoverished, being quite inadequate
to supply the demand, even were all the ore produced retained
in the country.    In fact, the amount of metal obtainable from
domestic ores is somewhat less than that exported, so that it
may be said that under existing conditions we are entirely
dependent upon imported material for domestic consumption.
The production of dressed lead ore in the United Kingdom
I              for the years 1915 to 1919 inclusive is given in the table on
i             p. 43.    Tables Nos. VI, VII, VIII, IX, on pages 58-60, show
;              the quantities and values of recent exports and imports of
dressed lead ore and of lead, respectively, and the various
;              countries of reception and origin.
|                 A perusal of these tables brings out the serious effect of
the war both on exports and imports, the figures for that
period  showing very considerable decreases.     The exports,
i              especially, reflect the condition of affairs.    Thus, the closing
of the Belgian and German markets, to which previously the
f             bulk of the exported ore was consigned, reduced the exports
j              of lead ore to insignificance.    Similarly a marked decline is
!              observable in the quantities of pig lead exported, though in
this case the situation seems to have arisen from the lack of
shipping rather than from the closing of the markets. To
the producer, however, the position was more than compen-
sated for by the increased home demand, which, in point of
fact, exceeded the supply, and resulted in a rapid advance of
price, as will be seen from the table on p. 12.
Previous to the war the bulk of the pig lead manufactured
in the United Kingdom found its way to Canada, France and
Russia, but during hostilities these markets fell away. Dur-
ing that period Canada imported large quantities from the
United States (see Table XI). The exports to France prac-
tically ceased during 1916-17, and the present position as
regards Russia is naturally very uncertain.
The imports of dressed lead ore into the United Kingdom
have been derived, on an average, in about equal proportions
from the British Empire and from foreign countries, the main
contributing country in the former case being Australia, while
in the latter instance the largest supply has come from South
America. During the war these sources of supply were, on